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Artist’s Impression of the front of the new St Mary’s 

 

Exciting times at St Mary’s  

A hectic last few months for St Mary’s church has been 

rewarded with some marvellous news – having been 

without a permanent home since the closure of the old 

St Mary’s at Christmas 1986, we’ve been delighted this 

term to announce that a new church will be built, with 

the footings due to be dug in the coming weeks and an 

estimated completion date of Easter 2014. 

The new church is part of a joint building venture as The 

Coppice expands and will be in keeping architecturally 

with the school.  But, with the centrepiece of a new 

stained glass window at the front, it will be attractive 

and inspiring as well as comfortable and flexible.  The 

church itself will seat 50-60 people, but on Sundays and 

for special events will open up into the new school hall 

to hold around 300-350 in total.  In addition St Mary’s 

will have its own entrance, foyer, toilets and kitchen, 

with two rooms upstairs. 

With the new building we expect our ministry at St 

Mary’s to be transformed, serving the community more 

effectively and providing room for our youth work and 

elderly care to expand.  It will be a beautiful and place 

for special events like for baptisms and weddings, as 

well as busy festivals like Christmas and Easter, and a 

spacious and much needed public space for community 

organisations to use to boot. 

Whether it’s for quiet prayer or wacky kids work, a 

midweek coffee morning or a Christmas carol service, 

we hope you’ll come and get to know the new St Mary’s 

with us!  
 

Jam Packed Holiday Club 

In the February half term around 40 primary school 

children and a band of helpers converged on The 

Coppice School for a holiday club jam-packed with 

crafts, silly games and songs.  Three teams, Crocodile 

Creek, Hippo Hollow and Tiger Terrace battled it out 

through team games and dance-offs to gain points 

which converted to tuck shop prizes.  The theme was 

“Jesus Loves Me”, using Old Testament bible stories and 

videos to show God’s love for his people, which 

includes everyone at the holiday club!  The highlight of 

the week was “The Animal Man” who visited on the 

Friday with an array of tropical animals including real 

life snakes and a skunk.  JAM clubs continue in full force 

after school on Tuesdays at Meadow Green and 

Wednesday at The Coppice, with a special JAM service 

where club members will take over St Mary’s 10.30am 

service on Palm Sunday.  You’d be a fool to miss it! 

 

 

“The Animal Man” at St Mary’s Jam Packed Holiday Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Countdown to Uganda 

In August a team of around 20 young people and adults 

will be travelling to rural Uganda for a potentially life-

changing trip.  Their destination is Kira Farm, a unique 

facility run by the charity Amigos which aims to equip 

and train some of Uganda’s most vulnerable young 

people by enabling them to become self-sustainable. 

Special Up-Coming Services at St Mary’s 

Mothering Sunday, 10th March, 10.30am – short, all-

age service to celebrate God’s gift of motherhood 

 

Palm Sunday, 24th March, 10.30am - JAM Service led 

by members of our after JAM after school clubs 

 

Easter Sunday, 31st March – 9am Holy Communion, 

10.30am Family Communion with crèche               

and groups for children 

 

 



The team have been working hard to fundraise for over 

a year now, with recent highlights being a ladies fashion 

show in early March and a beer and skittles evening at 

Park Hall.  Go to the St Mary’s Facebook page at 

https://www.facebook.com/StMarysWythall and click 

“like” to keep up with all St Mary’s news including 

details about upcoming social and fundraising events. 

 

The Laughing Sole 

Did you know Wythall has its own comedy night?  

Every two months on a Thursday night The British 

Legion building hosts a line-up of some of the UK’s 

funniest comedians under “The Laughing Sole” Comedy 

Club banner, run jointly with St Mary’s. 

The Laughing Sole is a Comedy Night with a distinctive 

ethos – cleaner and less offensive than other clubs, with 

an emphasis on life affirming material offering a 

friendly and hospitable environment for a great night of 

comedy.  Wythall’s comedy nights have been greatly 

successful since they began in Autumn 2011, with 

headliners so far including Jo Enright and Shazia Mirza.  

Our next event is Thursday 4th May which will feature 

headline act Joe Lycett.  Contact Dean Taylor on 07958 

447514 or at badean@hotmail.co.uk to book your tickets 

early. 

 

Phoenix Nights star and Laughing Sole compere Barbara Nice 

 

Prayer – 7 days a week, 24 hours a day! 

Back in October, St Mary’s took the bold step of opening 

up a prayer room for a full half week, night and day, 

inviting congregation members to sign up to pray there 

for whole hour slots.  Not only were all the slots taken, 

but there were many stories of people being moved and 

blessed by their experience, so as part of a focus on 

prayer during the weeks of lent, we’ve decided to re-

open the prayer room for a whole week (168 hours) 

between Palm Sunday and Easter Day.  Sign up at the 

back of church for a slot or slots. 

An Unforgettable Christmas 

Christmas seems a long time ago now, but for lots of 

people who came to St Mary’s in the festive season it 

was an unforgettable experience.  It all began with the 

idea of a new community choir which was advertised on 

local noticeboards in early November and resulted in a 

huge turnout of 56 people at the first practice!  Ably led 

by our own Gareth Malone, Conservatoire-trained Alex 

Norman, the choir soon settled in to a mix of ancient and 

modern carols and Christmas coral pieces, which they 

practiced weekly right up to the final performance at St 

Mary’s Carol Service on December 22nd.  The service, 

held in dimmed lighting at The Coppice, was our own 

Carols from Kings, with powerful readings and a 

beautiful choir.  Whilst we all look forward to a repeat 

performance next Christmas, the choir has now begun 

meeting again with the aim of working towards a 

summer concert.  Watch this space! 

Another Christmas highlight was our Christingle 

service, held on Christmas Eve.  Lots of adults and 

dozens of children turned out to witness a very special 

guest gracing our ‘deep dark wood’ and a magical 

moment as lights were turned off and candles lit as we 

sang Silent Night together. 

 

Oh Help!  Oh No!  The Special Guest at our Christingle Service! 

 

Keeping up to date with St Mary’s 

For more information and latest news about St Mary’s 

see our website www.wythallchurch.net or check us out 

on Facebook or Twitter: 

 https://www.facebook.com/StMarysWythall  

 https://twitter.com/stmaryswythall 
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