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Prayers on the site of the new St Mary’s 

 

Countdown: 10 Months until our new Church! 

A few weeks delayed, but very much on track, the 

building work at the Coppice finally began.  In around 

ten months the current building site will have 

transformed into six new classrooms, a new school hall, 

and most significantly for St Mary’s, our new church!   

On Sunday 2nd June, we gathered on the site to give 

thanks and praise to God for bringing our church to this 

point, and to pray for the builders, the school and the 

community.  Prayers were led by Robert Lawley, who 

was on our PCC at the time the old church closed, Joel 

Emery, who is a pupil at The Coppice now, and our 

vicar, Rich.  We ended by singing Great is Thy 

Faithfulness, a hymn which sums up all we want to give 

thanks for at the moment. 

 

New Window, Inspired by Youth 

One of the most inspiring parts of preparing for our new 

building has been the design of the stained glass 

window, which will be the centrepiece of the new 

church. With our school setting it seemed natural that an 

educational establishment should be invited to design 

the window, so Swansea School of Glass are currently 

running a competition among students and alumni. 

As well as consulting congregation members for ideas 

we’ve also looked to local schools for inspiration.  Last 

term every pupil at the Coppice contributed a design 

idea whilst Year 12 Woodrush students submitted 

concepts for the window as part of their BTEC 

coursework. 

As well as being considered by the window designers, 

winners at the schools are also being offered a great 

prize.  A team from Swansea School of Glass will come 

to Wythall later this term to offer a day’s workshop 

working with real stained glass! 

 

Just a few of the design ideas from Coppice and Woodrush pupils 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday and Holy Week 

On Palm Sunday we had a ‘JAM’ service, the first of a 

new kind led by our Children and Youth Worker Dean 

Taylor in the style of our after-school JAM clubs.  

Children and adults were all invited to make palm 

leaves, watch some magic and join in the songs and the 

messy game! There was a good turnout on a snowy 

Sunday, and a lot of fun was had! 

Palm Sunday also saw the start of our 24:7 prayer for 

Holy Week. The prayer room was open day and night 

Special Up-Coming Events at St Mary’s 

(all services at The Coppice School, 10.30am) 
 

Father’s Day, Sunday 16th June - A short, all-age 

service celebrating fathers! 

 

Youth Service, Sunday 30th June - Led by young 

people from our Sunday evening group SALT, our 

congregation and Woodrush Christian Union. 

 

JAM End of Year Service & Barbecue, Sunday 21st 

July - A JAM-style service for children and parents, 

followed by food and fun! 

 

Harvest Festival, Sunday 6th October 

 

 

 

 



from Palm Sunday after church until Easter morning 

and people signed up to pray for an hour or more. 

Bibles, questionnaires, a mirror, pens and paper, 

candles, music, a prayer tree, a whole wall to write on 

with marker pens made a creative and prayerful 

atmosphere and gave plenty of food for thought. Time 

spent in the prayer room could be busy and active or 

quiet and still, and the most repeated comment was how 

fast the hour had gone! 

 

United at Pentecost 

On 19th May we welcomed HCLC and 

Wythall Baptist church to join us in a 

joint service to celebrate Pentecost. A 

packed out Coppice experienced an 

amazing and blessed time as we met 

together to celebrate the birth of the 

church.  

 

Stations of the Cross 

On the Wednesday before Easter, while parents’ evening 

was taking place next door, the hall at Coppice was 

transformed into a multi-sensory journey through the 

Easter story.  Nine stations (areas) were created, each 

representing a stage of Jesus' journey during Holy week. 

We started with 

the quiet of the 

Garden of 

Gethsemane, 

moving through 

Peter's betrayal, 

Pilate's questions 

and many more, 

before coming to Jesus' death and even our own version 

of the tomb.  A powerful, prayerful and reflective 

evening was experienced by all as we were able to 

engage with the Easter story through sight, sound, smell 

and touch.  

From watching a DVD clip to listening to music, reading 

poetry, gathering around a fire as Peter denied Jesus, 

through hammering nails into a cross, sitting in Pilate’s 

judgement seat, making a cross of nails, to holding a 

crown of thorns and even carrying a cross, it truly was a 

hands-on experience and one which made us think more 

deeply about the real meaning of Easter.  We hope to do 

something similar next Easter, so watch this space! 

 

 

 

 

 

St Mary’s Responds to Tea-making SOS! 

Forest Way sheltered housing, just round the corner 

from The Coppice, provides a vital community hub for 

many local people.  So when local councillor Mark 

Bullivant informed us their urn had gone on the blink, 

we decided to step in and buy them another one.  Well, 

if the Church of England can’t keep the community in 

good supply of cups of tea, there must be something 

very wrong! 

 

Lay Reader Jude (left), our vicar Rich and residents of Forest Way 

 

Prayer and Worship on Wednesdays 

As St Mary’s aims to deepen its prayer life, a guest 

speaker was invited to one of our Wednesday evening 

specials events.  Revd Paul Springate is the Warden 

Chaplain of Harnhill Centre of Christian Healing, and 

was asked to share some of his wisdom, in a small way 

at first, how to simply pray for each other.  We hope this 

practice might grow in our church as we care for one 

another, newcomers and those we meet in our daily 

lives. 

After sung worship, Paul gave a short presentation of 

how best to pray on a one to one basis, with a few dos 

and don’ts, and then set us off into groups to discuss 

how best to pray in sample situations.  After further 

encouragement and a plenary session people went away 

enthused and more confident in prayer, and a follow-up 

event was requested.  With lots more worship, allowing 

us to enjoy the presence of God together, and lots more 

more prayer, this time in pairs, the second event two 

months later helped us consolidate what we had 

learned.  We hope to continue these evenings into the 

future. 

 

Keeping up to date with St Mary’s 

For more information and latest news about St Mary’s 

see our website www.wythallchurch.net or check us out 

on Facebook or Twitter: 

 https://www.facebook.com/StMarysWythall  

 https://twitter.com/stmaryswythall 

Comedy Night 

Thursday 4th July, 7:30 for 8:30pm at the              

British Legion, Houndsfield Lane. This event is run in 

conjunction with the Laughing Sole and features 

comedians including Patrick Monahan. Tickets 

£8.50 from Dean Taylor - 07958 447514 
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