
While church services are online, here are some ideas for what children and young people of different  

ages can do during the service, to help engage in a different way.  We have loved hearing of families 

sitting down together to tune in to church , so this is something small to help during the sermon slot, just 

like Sunday Kids groups  

Read the story KER-CHING on the next page. Pause at lots of points through the story and use these emoji’s to talk 

about how the characters feel. 

Today’s service recognises that we all get things wrong, we were not made to be perfect. But God, makes us alive 

and offers us FORGIVENESS. That means nothing stands in the way of us being friends with God, because he takes it 

away. It also means he has shown us how to forgive OTHERS.  

How often are you angry with your family, what sorts of things do they do to annoy you? 

Peter once asked Jesus how often he had to forgive his brother – would seven times be enough? Peter obviously 

thought that that would be really generous. 

But Jesus laughed and told Peter that, rather than seven times, seventy times seven should be enough! What’s 

that? What did Jesus really mean? 

Can you makeup a role- play about someone who has to keep forgiving a person for the same thing. Or write or 

record a video diary of a time someone has to forgive over and over again.   

For example :a mother whose child keeps dropping juice down each clean T-shirt; a sister who keeps messing up 

your side of the bedroom and so on. 

Send me what you do!!  

Go to page 3 to find out what you can do today… I ran out of room!! 

 

Today’s Reading: Ephesians 2:1–10  

“...but alive and forgiven” 



KER-CHING   //  The Story of The Unforgiving Servant  

Peter wanted to know how many times to forgive people, so he asked Jesus. Jesus told him this story to help him understand 
what he needed to do…  

KER-CHING  

There was once a king. The king had been generous and done business with all sorts of people but now it was time to make 
sure that everyone had paid what they owed him. He called in one man who owed him an awful lot of money – billions of 
pounds, in fact. So much money that it would have taken the man 200 000 years to work to earn it! That’s a LOT of money!  

KER-CHING  

Of course, the man couldn’t pay the money back – not in a million years. well almost! Well that was no good: the king needed 
his money back. The only solution was to sell the man and his wife and his children to be slaves so that at least the king would 
get some of his money back. The man was desperate – he didn’t want to be sold to be a slave! He fell on his knees and begged 
the king not to sell him. “I will pay it all back,” he said, “just give me time! The king knew that was ridiculous – the man could 
never pay back all the money – not in a month of Sundays! So, he let him off! Yes! He said the man didn’t have to pay him the 
money after all. Not then. Not ever. What a relief! The man was very pleased, and he went away in a good mood.  

KER-CHING  

The man didn’t stay in a good mood though, he came across his friend who owed him some money. It was a fair bit – maybe a 
few thousand pounds, but it was nothing like that enormous amount that he had owed to the king. Hmmm, the man had a 
choice to make: would he make his friend pay back the money or let him off? Well our man decided that he would make his 
friend pay back the money – every single penny. His friend was very upset – he didn’t have the money to pay back. “Please give 
me some time,” he said, “I can earn that money in 4 or 5 months and then I’ll give it to you.” But our man wasn’t prepared to 
wait. He grabbed the man by the throat and had him dragged off to prison!  

KER-CHING  

The king’s servants saw the whole thing happen and they thought it was awful so they went to see the king and told him what 
our man had done. The king was super angry. In fact he was raging! How dare the man behave like that when he’d been let off 
such an enormous amount of money!!!! The king threw the man into prison and said he had to stay there until he could pay 
back all of the money – all of it! And that probably meant he stayed in prison for the rest of his life.  

KER-CHING  

At the end of the story, Jesus asked Peter, “Do you see how important it is to really forgive people?”  



’

Who would you and your friends find it hard to forgive? Osama Bin Laden? Hitler? US police officers? 

What if one of these men walked into your group now – would they be welcome? Should they be welcome? Tough 

questions to grapple with! Think of what you know about the stories of Zacchaeus and of Saul who became Paul.  

You can read them if it helps ...Acts 9:1 - 22 (Saul-Paul) and Luke 19:1 - 9 (Zacchaeus).   

What was the person like at the beginning of the story? 

What did God/Jesus do for them? 

What were they like after they met God/Jesus?  

Saul was a little bit like a religious terrorist in his day. He hated Christians and went around torturing and 

killing them. He met with God and later changed his name to Paul. Paul ended up having a massive impact 

on the church throughout history, second only to Jesus! 

Zacchaeus had cheated lots of people out of their hard-earned cash. After meeting Jesus he paid people 

back – four times the amount he had conned out of them! 

There are two points to think about here: 

1. No one is beyond God's forgiveness – whatever we've done God wants to forgive us! 

2. Forgiveness changes us! 

God’s standard of forgiveness blows our mind. It goes against our human nature. But, we read in the Bible 

about what a difference that forgiveness makes in the bigger story of God.  

What do you find challenging about that? What does it make you want to do?  


